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SCOTUS Overturns Roe v. Wade,
Ohio Reinstates Heartbeat Law
Jamie Naylor

●
●

June 24, 2022
News

Editors Note: This article is an update to the original post, published on June 24, 2022.
The United States high court overturns historic women’s reproductive healthcare cases including Roe
v. Wade, in Dobbs v. Jackson case decision leaving the legal matter of abortion to states. Ohio
reinstates Heatbeat Bill.

Supreme Court decision
Late this morning the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on the court case Dobbs v. Jackson regarding
reproductive health and state laws on abortion procedures.
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, an abortion is the termination of a pregnancy, whether
it be a spontaneous miscarriage or an induced termination.
In the 1970s the Supreme Court considered a series of cases regarding women’s reproductive health
and abortions including, Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey. At the time via these cases,
the Court decided that abortion was a legal procedure protected under the U.S. Constitution.
Both cases are cited and considered in the Dobbs v. Jackson decision. This recent Court decision
overturned the rulings in both cases and gives individual states the power to determine abortion laws.
“The Constitution does not confer a right to abortion; Roe and Casey are overruled, and the authority
to regulate abortion is returned to the people and their elected representatives,” the decision states.

Opinions of the Justices

Concurring
Six Justices including Chief Justice John Roberts and associate justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel
Alito, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Barrett, concurred in the decision.
Justice Thomas explains in his opinion how abortion is not protected under the Due Process Clause,
better known as the 14th amendment, and therefore it can not be covered under the constitution.
“The purported right to abortion is not a form of ‘liberty’ protected by the Due Process Clause. Such a
right is neither ‘deeply rooted in this Nation’s history and tradition’ nor ‘implicit in the concept of
ordered liberty,’” Thomas’ opinion states.

Dissent
Three Justices including Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kegan do not agree with the
Court’s decision and maintain that abortion is a private matter in which the government should not
interfere.
“Roe held, and Casey reafﬁrmed, that the Constitution safeguards a woman’s right to decide for
herself whether to bear a child. Roe held, and Casey reafﬁrmed, that in the ﬁrst stages of pregnancy,
the government could not make that choice for women,” Breyer, Sotomayor and Kegan’s joint dissent
states.

Ohio laws
The decision in Dobbs v. Jackson now leaves the matter of abortion to states. Some states already
have laws limiting abortion procedures and sanctions on abortion providers.
Passed in 2019, Ohio Senate Bill 23, better known as the Heartbeat Law, lays out the legal obligations
of a healthcare provider before performing an abortion and prevents the procedure from occurring if
a heartbeat is detected. Later in 2019, an injunction was ﬁled against this law and prevented it from
taking effect.

News Roundup for Week of June 27
Jamie Naylor

●
●

June 27, 2022
News

From local happenings, to national topics and global events here is the news worth knowing for the
week of June 27, 2022.

Local News
Festivals
Dayton is gearing up for its annual round of Fourth of July festivals and events. Fairborn will host its
annual parade and ﬁreworks on Sunday July 3, with Beavercreek holding its celebration on July 4.
Find more information about Ohio’s festivals here.

COVID-19
Greene County Public Health will be hosting an at-home COVID-19 testing kit pickup event in Xenia
on June 30. The event is located at 360 Wilson Drive in Xenia and goes from 12:30-3:30.
Wright State University students, staff and faculty members looking for an at-home testing kit may
also visit the Dayton Campus COVID test vending machine in the Student Union.

National News
Bipartisan Gun Bill

Last Thursday, June 23, the U.S. Congress passed the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act. This act
focuses on schools and protecting youth and includes plans for increasing both physical and mental
health care for students in schools.
The bill’s main section features the “Stop Illegal Trafﬁcking in Firearms Act,” an act that limits the
practice of purchasing ﬁrearms for use by another person.
The bill was signed into law by President Biden on June 25.

Supreme Court
On Friday, the U.S. The Supreme Court overturned historic reproductive health cases including Roe v.
Wade in their Dobbs v. Jackson’s decision, and returned decisions on reproductive laws back to the
states. This move sparked a national response from states, pro-choice and pro-life activists.
Read more about the case and Ohio’s response here.

Economy
Between the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Russia-Ukraine war and other factors, both the
national and global economies are facing challenges.
From late May into early June, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported inﬂation at 8.6%. The
Bureau noted that shelter, food and energy had the highest price increases with the 12 month
average for energy increasing by 34.6%.
While the economy may still be struggling, global leaders are making efforts to lessen the effect. On
June 22, President Biden urged Congress to suspend the gasoline tax for three months in order to
lessen the cost of gas.
This past weekend leaders of the seven most industrious countries came together to discuss global
issues including the global economy, and staged ways to lessen the global economic effect of the
Russia-Ukraine war.
As of June 27, the NASDAQ’s composite index is down .30%. NASDAQ represents the global stock
market. Dow Jones, or the average of the 30 most traded stocks, is up 3.45 points or .01%.

Global News

The Group of Seven or G-7 Summit kicked off this weekend in Bavaria, Germany. In this historic
political meeting, world leaders from seven of the most industrious countries, including the U.S., U.K. ,
France, Canada and Japan, meet to discuss various political issues facing the global community.
According to the European Council, one of the major topics of the three day convention is the
Russia-Ukraine war. The leaders discussed the global impacts of the war, including the impact on the
global economy as well as the impact on Ukraine.
Recently, the European Union, a security union of European countries, allowed Ukraine to apply to
become a member of the league.
Stay up to date with the latest campus, local, national and global news at wrightstateguardian.com.

Main Campus Experiences Tunnel
System Updates
Emily Lewis

●
●

June 28, 2022
News

Sections of the Dayton Campus tunnel system closed during summer term due to maintenance and
repair with access to the Hamilton Hall tunnel being reopened.

Summer Repairs
WSU facilities and maintenance is working to improve the tunnel systems on the main campus. This
includes standard maintenance, along with larger projects.
According to Javan Conley, associate vice president for facilities operations, general repairs are being
done to waterproof the tunnels and prevent water leaks.
Sections that are being worked on will be fenced and closed off to the public as the tunnels undergo
both external and internal repairs.
Portions of the tunnel system under Dunbar Library and the Creative Arts Center closed on June 15
and will reopen on August 21, as explained in a campus-wide communication.

Structural Improvement
One of the larger projects this summer is the structural improvement of the tunnel between Rike Hall
and University Hall.
“The space above that tunnel is a main access point for heavy equipment and other apparatus that
can be needed on campus at various times,” Conley wrote.
Conley maintains that the current structure is not damaged but that improvements can be made to
assist facilities.

Hamilton Hall
Another improvement occurring this summer involves reopening the existing tunnel between
Hamilton Hall and the Student Union.
This project was introduced during the June 16, board of trustees ﬁnance meeting. The tunnel has
been closed for more than two decades due to persistent water leaks, according to Conley.
The university plans to waterproof the area, allowing those living in Hamilton Hall access to the
Student Union without leaving the tunnel system.
These projects began in the summer term and are anticipated to be completed by the beginning of
fall semester.

Wright State Student Leads Peaceful
Pro-Choice Protest
Jamie Naylor

●
●

June 29, 2022
News

Speaking out against the recent Supreme Court decision in the Dobbs v. Jackson case that sent
reproductive decision-making back to states, pro-choice protesters led by a Wright State University
student peacefully express beliefs in Fairborn demonstration.

The Protest
The recent Supreme Court decision overturned two reproductive rights cases including Roe v. Wade,
removing federal protections of reproductive care, and letting each state decide laws on the topic.
Ohio ofﬁcials quickly moved to remove the injunction against the state’s Heartbeat Law that outlaws
abortion procedures after six weeks. The injunction was overturned and the law was reinstated,
causing a state-wide response.
Armed with only words and signs, the pro-choice protesters gathered in downtown Fairborn at the
corner of North Central Avenue and East Main Street.
The event began with a short march down Main Street with the protesters returning to the street
corner to wave signs with slogans such as, “women’s rights are human rights” and “keep your laws off
my body” and shouted phrases like “my body, my choice” while oncoming trafﬁc responded with horn
beeping in agreement and dissent.

WSU Student Organizer
The protest was organized by Wright State African American Studies student, Anya (A) Tassy and the
organization, Inclusive Fairborn.
Tassy organized the event to show community support and to provide a safe space for citizens to
release their emotions regarding the recent Supreme Court decision.

“ It’s [the protest] a good way to let people get their reactionary anger out,” Tassy said.

Students at the Protest
Among the crowd, several WSU students expressed their beliefs, including psychology students
Brooke Severino and Lindsey Shaffer along with music education major Richard Meyers.
These students attended the event to express their displeasure at the Court decision and beliefs on
abortion laws and legal battles.
Severino explained that she was sad and even cried when the Dobbs v. Jackson’s decision was
released. Despite his gender, Meyers added, he was also displeased at the decision.
“I know I’m not a female but I still don’t think it’s right [the decision],” Meyers said.
These young activists hope that expressing their beliefs will inspire change.
“Going forward I hope that they listen. I hope someone listens, I hope Ohio listens,” Severino said.

University Reaction to Supreme Court
Dr. Matthew Chaney, vice president for inclusive excellence for WSU, sent a statement via a
campus-wide email, acknowledging the Supreme Court decision and Ohio’s reaction to it.
“As we process this news together, we recognize and acknowledge that this change to policy can
deeply impact the health and mental well-being of our faculty, staff, and students,” the email states.
The email went on to explain the various campus resources to assist students, faculty and staff
including Counseling and Wellness.
You can read more on the Dobbs v. Jackson case and its effect on Ohio here.

Summer Continues with July Festivals
Jamie Naylor

●
●

July 1, 2022
Arts & Entertainment

From Independence Day to new music, summer continues with festivals and events. Here are some of
the top festivals to check out in July.

Fourth of July
As the Fourth of July weekend kicks off, here are some local festivals to celebrate the nation’s
independence.
Lights in Flight is the city of Dayton’s Independence Day festival. Featuring entertainment, food and
ﬁreworks, the event, centered in Riverscape Metropark, will begin at 5 p.m. on July 3.
Fireworks over the river begin at 10 p.m.
Another local patriotic festival is the Montgomery Independence Day parade and festival in
Montgomery park. Occurring on the fourth from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the family friendly morning festival
features a parade and various food and craft vendors.
Closest to the main Wright State University campus is the Beavercreek Fourth of July celebration.
Also on the fourth, the festival and ﬁrework display begins at 6 p.m. in Rotary Park.
All three events are free and open to the public.

Night market
Straying away from typical festival fashion, Columbus North Street Night Market is still a
summer-essential.
Located in downtown Columbus at 59 Spruce Street, the night market pops up every third Friday
from June to August, with the next event on July 15. The market features goods and products from
local vendors, live music and adult beverages.

Admission to the market is free with doors opening at 6 p.m.

Music festival
Returning from a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Cincinnati Music Festival will
return to Paul Brown Stadium from July 21 to July 24.
Famous singer and sister of late pop star Michael Jackson, Janet Jackson will open the festival
followed by musical performances from Charlie Wilsona and Ohio-based R & B group the O’Jays
among other well-known artists.
Tickets for the event start at $60 and can cost as much as $500. Tickets can be purchased on the
festival site via Ticketmaster.

